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Reorganisation of Health Services  

The Health Act 2004 passed last December provides for the dissolution of the Health Boards and the establishment of the Health Service Executive (HSE) as the national agency for the delivery of health & personal social services. The functions of the Health Boards and a number of other health agencies have been taken over by the HSE. The regional offices of the HSE will be as follows: 

- Western Region will be based in Galway City and the region covers Clare, Donegal, Galway, Limerick, Mayo, North Tipperary, Roscommon, Leitrim, & Sligo

- Southern Region will be in Cork City and the region covers Carlow, Cork, Kilkenny, Kerry, South Tipperary, Wexford and Waterford 

- Dublin/Mid-Leinster Region will be in Tullamore and the region covers Kildare, Laois, Longford, Offaly, Westmeath, Wicklow, and community care areas 1,2,3,4 & 5 in South Dublin

- Dublin/North East Region will be in Kells and the region covers Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, Meath, and Community Care Areas 6,7 & 8 in North Dublin

There will be Local Health Offices based in the existing 32 community care areas that will be the main delivery point of services. 

Consultation:  The HSE may consult with local communities or other groups by appointing panels of service users, carers of service users or service providers. The Minister may direct the HSE to establish an advisory panel for a specific purpsose. namhi will seek the establishment of a structure similar to the Intellectual Disability Consultative Committees of the former Health Boards to ensure continued input from parents and service users.  

Complaints: The Act provides for the establishment of a statutory complaints system but this is not yet implemented. You may complain about anything that 
has been done or not done by the HSE and by people and bodies who receive funding from the HSE.  

What do the changes mean for Health Service Users? The establishment of the HSE does not involve any change in health policy as this continues to be as set out in the Health Strategy 2001. There are no formal changes in entitlement to services as this is still covered by the Health Acts of 1947, 1953 and 1970, however further legislation clarifying entitlement has been promised. The organisational changes will probably have no immediate effect on users of the health services but as changes are implemented they may have considerable effects.           

Long Stay Charges

In December 2004 the Minster for Health & Children accepted that the legal basis for charges in public long stay homes was questionable. The issues that arose for older people also arise in the case of people with disabilities in long-term residential care. Some people with disabilities have been paying long stay charges and it is now accepted that there was not an adequate legal basis for this. The people concerned are now entitled to compensation on the same basis as older people who were similarly wrongly charged.       

The issue also raises questions about the control of income belonging to people who are not capable of managing their financial affairs. namhi has written to Mary Harney, Minister for Health & Children asking that any new legislation governing health charges for long stay care is based on national standards and will be for the benefit of the service user and will protect the property rights of all vulnerable people, particularly where people have diminished capacity in managing their financial affairs. It is namhi’s view that any assessment of eligibility for health charges should be a function of the statutory authorities and subject to approved standards. 
Disability Bill 2004 & Sectoral Plans

The Rights Make the Difference Campaign has continued to ensure the Disability Bill is amended. Prior to the two recent by-elections in Kildare & Meath, two meetings were held in Navan & Naas to hear the views of the by-election candidates on the Disability Bill and to seek their support for the Campaign. Committee Stage for the Bill will start week commencing 25th April. It is at this stage that amendments are considered. 

The NDA with the Departments of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources; Enterprise, Trade and Employment; Environment, Heritage and Local Government; Health and Children; Social & Family Affairs and Transport are organising public consultation on the Sectoral Plans published along with the Disability Bill. This consultation will happen through a series of regional meetings for People with Disabilities, Advocates & Family Members. The meetings will take place at the following venues between 9 am and 1pm each day with lunch provided:
· 25 April 05 - Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore
·   9 May 05 - Burlington Hotel, Dublin 
· 16 May 05 - Silver Springs Hotel, Cork 
· 20 May 05 - Landmark Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon 
· 27 May 05 - Radisson Hotel, Limerick 
Places are limited. To book a place contact: Rachel Morrogh, Tel. 01-618 8429    
Social Welfare Changes

As reported in the last namhi newsletter the Respite Care Grant will be extended from June 2005 to all eligible full time carers regardless of their means as long as they do not work more than 10 hours per week. There will be a publicity campaign by the Dept of Social & Family Affairs in mid to late April advertising the Grant & asking people to apply. Application Forms and an Information Booklet will be available from 1st May from the Department by contacting Local Social Welfare Offices, CICs, www.welfare.ie, or Tel: 1890 20 23 25. As part of the application, a Medical Report will have to be completed by the Carer’s GP.   

The new Disability Allowance Expenses Payment of €35 per week will be paid to those in residential services not receiving a social welfare payment. This weekly payment will begin in June 2005. 

Changes in namhi 
At an EGM held in December 2004, namhi members voted to change the status of namhi to a Company Ltd by Guarantee without share capital. The process of changing the status of namhi has been ongoing for some time. The purpose of the change is to give namhi the legal protection of company status. Members also voted to change the name of namhi at the EGM. A name change committee is currently working on an alternative title for the Association. Members will be asked to vote on the new name.         

The namhi offices will be moving to a new fully accessible premises on Foley Street in Dublin 1, within close proximity to the city centre, a Luas station, Connolly Train Station and Bus Áras. The current namhi offices are inaccessible and unsuitable for our needs. The new building has been purchased by namhi and it is hoped will be ready for occupation by September 2005.          

Research on People in Residential Centres 

namhi is undertaking a research project looking at the needs of people with an intellectual disability living in residential centres, particularly those who may not be able to advocate for themselves. The initial data collection phase of the research involved a questionnaire to all service providers to get a general picture of the situation of those who live in residential centres. A report of this phase will be available from the office shortly. The results will be used to inform namhi’s Advocacy Project that is looking at developing Advocacy Services for those unable to advocate for themselves.               

Award to John O’Gorman 

namhi congratulates John O’Gorman who received an Award from the Bulgarian Minister of Labour & Social Policy, Christina Christora for his outstanding contribution to equal opportunities for people with disabilities in Bulgaria. John has worked tirelessly for many years with the Bulgarian Assoc for People with Intellectual Disabilities to help set up much needed services in the country. The Adams Fund that is generously contributed to by namhi members is used to support the National Parents Assoc in Bulgaria and to alleviate hardship.

New Publications

‘Community Pharmacies Serving People with Disabilities’ – This booklet was developed by the Equality Authority in conjunction with the Irish Pharmaceutical Union to promote reasonable accommodation of people with disabilities in community pharmacies. Copies available from Equality Authority: 01 4173356     

‘Wards of Court in Ireland’, Anne Marie O’Neill - this recently published book outlines the law and procedures relating to wardship and enduring powers of attorney. Copies from First Law Ltd: 01 6790370       

namhi Annual Conference 2005 - Sligo 

This year’s annual conference takes place on 22nd & 23rd April 2005. The theme for the seminar this year is ‘Assessment of Need - How will it work?’ with parallel sessions looking at Assessment of Need at various life stages. Papers will be available after the conference.    

National Self-Advocacy Conference 2005

This year’s National Self-Advocacy Conference will take place in the Athlone Radisson Hotel on 6th & 7th September. A preliminary programme and booking forms will be available from the namhi office by the end of May.     

For further information on any of the items above contact namhi at T: 01 676 6035, F:01 676 0517, Email: info@namhi.ie, www.namhi.ie
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