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Proposed changes for namhi  
As members of Council are now aware, two proposals have been put forward to Council for its approval, one to change the name of the Association by replacing the term ‘mentally handicapped’ and the second to change the status of namhi to a company limited by guarantee. These changes if approved by the Council of namhi will be brought before an Emergency General Meeting to allow all members to discuss and vote on the proposals. Both of these items have been raised at Council Meetings over the past number of years and considerable work has been done by the Executive Committee to forward them. 
Education Bill
The Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Bill 2004 was signed by the President on 19th July after being passed by both houses of the Oireachtas. The Act is available to view on the Dept’s website www.education.ie as well as the namhi website. namhi will publish an information booklet shortly that answers parents’ queries on education for their child with special educational needs. The booklet will outline details of the provisions contained in the new Act. Some points worth noting: The Bill does not apply to persons over 18. Parents have a right to be involved at all stages of the process, including assessment stage. Once the child is assessed an educational plan will be drawn up, and a Special Needs Organiser (SNO) will bring together a team to implement the plan, which will include parents & the school principal. 

Disability Bill

Minister of State at the Department of Justice, Willie O’Dea announced that the Cabinet has agreed to multi-annual funding for the forthcoming Disability Bill. He did not state how much funding would be put in place but the Dept of Finance is working on figures. The Bill is due to be published in mid September before the Dáil returns. 

People in residential services without DA

The Dept of Social & Family Affairs with the Dept of Health & Children have completed research that identifies those in institutional settings receiving pocket money allowance, social welfare payments or no income at all. In January 2005, the Dept of Social & Family Affairs will take over payment of a standardised pocket money allowance to those in residential care without any income, with a view to ensuring a social welfare payment for all people with disabilities in residential care. namhi has long campaigned for equity in payments to those in residential care.       

National Standards in Disability Services 
A number of amendments have been made to the NDA draft National Standards in Disability Services following the pilot phase. The amended Standards have now been presented to the Board of the NDA and a launch date for the final version has been proposed for the 29th September 2004. The development of Standards is an important step towards ensuring that services for people with disability will be provided in a fair and equitable manner. namhi looks forward to their speedy implementation.     
Self-Advocacy Conference 
A report of the National Self-Advocacy Conference ‘My Voice, My Choice’ held in Dublin in March this year is now available form the namhi office. 
Irish Financial Regulatory Authority 

The Irish Financial Regulatory Authority is consulting with consumers to identify barriers faced in accessing financial services. namhi met with the IFRA at its request, to discuss making financial information available in easy-to-read for people with intellectual disability and to discuss issues of good practice for financial institutions in dealing with people with intellectual disability.     


Elections - 11th June 2004

We are grateful for all who distributed the election leaflets to candidates in the local & European elections all over the country. They ensured that disability issues were kept to the fore during the election campaign. Kathy Sinnott, disability rights campaigner was successful in her campaign in the European Elections and is now an MEP. We wish her all the best in her work in Europe. 
New Reports

- The National Intellectual Disability Database annual report 2003 was published in June. The report shows that 1776 people require a full time residential service between 2004 & 2008, an increase of 143 on last year’s figure and the highest figure recorded since formal reporting was established through the NIDD. There is some decrease in the numbers of people who require a day service in the same period, i.e. 546 a decrease of 136 from the figures in 2002. In addition, 1637 people require residential support services, an increase of 191 on the previous report. Most of these services are required immediately. The figures make disappointing reading as they barely put a dent in waiting list figures from reports over the last number of years and in fact for full time residential services show an increase of people waiting for a service, despite an increase in developmental funding.
The National Monitoring Committee set up by the Dept of Health & Children to oversee the development of new services initiated a review of service developments to examine the increase in waiting lists in spite of significant developmental funding. The report shows that while nearly 1100 new residential places were created less than half of these came off the waiting lists. Reasons cited include people moving from inappropriate existing residential services to new places. The review raised issues of prioritisation of new places, the need to explicitly state requirements, the cost-effectiveness of exiting services, and the extent to which resources move with an individual when they transfer. The significant increase in staff costs in recent years has also resulted in an increase in the cost of a placement.                          
- Proposed Model for the Delivery of a Mental Health Service to People with Intellectual Disability: This paper was developed and published by the Irish College of Psychiatrists in response to the inadequate mental health services for people with intellectual disability. The report makes 20 recommendations including the immediate reform of the current mental health services for this population group with the establishment in each Health Board of a consultant psychiatrist-led mental health multi-disciplinary team for people with intellectual disabilities. The full report is available from the Irish College of Psychiatrists at (01) 4022346            
- Mental Health Commission Annual Report

The second annual report of the Mental Health Commission is now available. It includes the first report of the new Inspector of Mental Health Services, Dr Teresa Carey. She gives an overview of how the Inspectorate will operate under the provisions of the Mental Health Act 2001. These will include bringing the entirety of mental health services including for those with intellectual disability under the remit of the Inspectorate and the Commission. A priority for the Inspectorate for 2004 is to do an audit of mental health services for people with intellectual disability & consult with relevant parties on designing an appropriate inspection template. The report is available from the Mental Health Commission (01) 6362400                
- Disabled Drivers & Passengers Scheme Review The report of the review group of this scheme as published in 2002 is now finally available. Recommendations that can be applied immediately include providing a more efficient and accessible medical appeals process. Longer term recommendations in revising the scheme include the need to address people’s mobility difficulties rather than their disability. It is essential that this long awaited report is not shelved and its recommendations are speedily implemented.
New Publications

namhi has published a new information booklet ‘Alzheimer’s Dementia in Persons with Intellectual Disability - Some common concerns & questions’. The booklet was compiled for namhi by Dr Mary McCarron and is already proving to be a useful resource for families, carers and staff. It covers identifying symptoms, methods of diagnosis, arranging an assessment. Copies are available from namhi. 
Inclusion Europe - Advocacy job 

Inclusion Europe has asked us to announce they are seeking to employ a coordinator for its Self-Advocacy Unit. Details of the position are available on the IE website www.inclusion-europe.org or from the namhi office. The position will be based in Brussels and requires a working knowledge of French.     

Forthcoming Events

Parents’ Seminar 2004 - ‘Legal Capacity & Decision Making for People with Intellectual Disability’ - 6th November, Chief O’Neills, Dublin. Members and others will have received booking forms for this Seminar, which will hear presentations from parents, members of the legal profession, health professionals and a representative from the Law Reform Commission. The Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform Michael McDowell will open the Seminar and make a statement on the Government’s intentions in this area. All are welcome.
For further information on any of the items above contact namhi at T: 01 676 6035, F: 01 676 0517, Email: info@namhi.ie
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