Dear Deputy,
I am writing to ask that you use your influence as my local political representative to ensure the voice of people with an intellectual disability and their families are heard in the upcoming Budget. Supporting people with an intellectual disability from an early age saves the State money in the long-term, and rethinking how we currently provide services to people with a disability could save the State millions while improving the quality of life of people with an intellectual disability and their families. 
From an economic point of view it makes sense to support people with an intellectual disability and their families at an early age. If education supports are put in place, that person will have the best opportunity to reach their potential. If respite and home supports are put in place, the person may not have to enter full-time residential care, which costs the State upwards of €80,000 per person annually. From an economic perspective this makes sense. From a quality of life perspective the difference is immeasurable. We have already seen cutbacks to education supports for children with special needs: the EPSEN Act was halted in Budget 2009, class sizes have grown and special classes have been cut. As a parent recently remarked at an Inclusion Ireland AGM "What if the Minister for Education had come into the Dáil and announced that the names of all primary school children were going into a hat and 534 children would not have a class for next year? There would be outrage and uproar. But with children with special needs its always ok to cut services." Putting in place supports at an early age saves the State in the long-term. 
We need to restructure what supports are currently in place for people with a disability and their families, and rethink how we envision the role of people with an intellectual disability in society. This is intrinsically linked to how services are provided. There is a growing demand from people with disabilities to live the lives of their choice to the full. People with a disability and their families are demanding greater independence, more control and an improved quality of life. This does not necessarily mean spending more money and placing an extra weight on the Exchequer. Instead it means reimagining how we currently do things, and reshaping our strategy for the long-term. There is recognition that a good life can be led if the proper supports are put in place. Such supports can be paid and unpaid, from family, friends, and professionals as well as approved service providers. The alternative to continue as we are is no longer on the cards.          
We are your constituents. You have a responsibility to speak up on issues affecting us, and decisions on these issues determine what we do every day and how we think about our future. You are our voice in Leinster House. Please use it.

Inclusion Ireland (the national association for people with an intellectual disability), the Federation of Voluntary Bodies, the National Parents and Siblings Alliance, Irish Autism Action and Down Syndrome Ireland will hold a joint press conference next Wednesday the 14th of October at 11am in the Alexander Hotel, Dublin 2, on the issues I have outlined above. I ask that you attend and listen.

I look forward to hearing your response to the issues raised in this letter.

Yours sincerely,

__________________________________

For more details on the launch please see www.inclusionireland.ie, or contact Siobhán Kane on siobhan@inclusionireland.ie or at 01-8559891
