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Mary O’Reilly, President of Down Syndrome Ireland:

“Brian Cowen has spoken on many occasions about having to use innovative and imaginative ways to survive this recession...we agree, it’s not about looking for more money but the better use and management of existing resources and budgets..... At the moment, Agency directed services shape lives to suit the service without offering choice, value or consistency. We are calling for individualised funding, it’s the same amount of money but it will provide a superior quality of life, as well as allowing for greater competition between service providers, giving the HSE the ability to budget more effectively and most importantly giving choice to people with an intellectual disability about how they conduct their lives”.

Down Syndrome Ireland believes:

Government Did Listen In The Good Times
· Early Intervention 
· Mainstream education
Many Revolutions Took Place In The Good Times
· Mobile phones, Internet, Lap tops etc.

· Teenagers with Intellectual Disability doing Junior and Leaving certificate.
While Government Listened They Didn’t Believe!
· Teenagers who need mainstream post leaving education and mainstream employment.
· Do not need to go backwards into a system they did not come up through.
· Individualised Funding will give them this. 
What We Have
· Agency directed services which in many cases shape lives to suit the service.
· 2,000 people with intellectual disability waiting for residential places.
· Lack of consistent SLT’s and OT’s 

What Individualised Funding Gives
· CHOICE to attend service YOU want
· Competition – improved service provision
· Access to therapies they may not have had prior to Individualised Funding
· Access to independent living. 
    Advantages to Government/HSE
· Budgets done beginning of financial yr – no more to hand out.
· Competition in existing services – better value for money.
· Improved quality of life = less expense further down the road. 

