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Deirdre Carroll, CEO, Inclusion Ireland (national association for people with an intellectual disability):

From an economic point of view it makes sense to support people with an intellectual disability and their families at an early age. If education supports are put in place, that person will have the best opportunity to reach their potential. If respite and home supports are put in place, the person may not have to enter full-time residential care, which costs the State upwards of €80,000 per person annually. From an economic perspective this makes sense. From a quality of life perspective the difference is immeasurable. 
We have already seen cutbacks to education supports for children with special needs: the EPSEN Act was halted in Budget 2009, class sizes have grown and special classes have been cut. As a parent recently remarked at an Inclusion Ireland AGM "What if the Minister for Education had come into the Dáil and announced that the names of all primary school children were going into a hat and 534 children would not have a class for next year? There would be outrage and uproar. But with children with special needs its always ok to cut services." Putting in place supports at an early age saves the State in the long-term. 
There is a growing demand from people with disabilities to live the lives of their choice to the full. There is recognition that a good life can be led if the proper supports, paid and unpaid, from family, friends, professionals if required, and also approved service providers, are put in place - the chance to live a normal life in the community.

This will require a change in mindset and attitude and consultation and discussions with professional associations and unions, whose members work with people with disabilities in more traditional and segregated settings.
Change will not happen overnight and many will be nervous, but the alternative to continue as we are is no longer on the cards.

