Press Conference: 14th October 2009
Speaking notes – please check against delivery

Brian Murnane: Board Member, Irish Autism Action:
I am a taxpayer – as well as a parent of a child with Autism…..

As a parent – of course I am concerned with the impact budget cuts will have on Luke, and on others like him.

As a taxpayer, I do not want to see waste. 

I come here today not to ask for mercy from the knife: I come to talk financial sense, to help get the balance right in exchequer spending

In the case of many special needs, autism in particular, intervention and costs can be:

Early and cheap – or late and expensive

We know that if we intervene early with the right solutions – the child has a life and the long term costs to the state are dramatically reduced.

Unfortunately, experience has also shown us that if our interventions are wrong or late – the child’s life is often destroyed, and the state ends up paying anyway.

While many of us can see the impact on family life – few see the financial impact on the state. That impact is spread across many areas, masking its significance.

Professor Martin Knapp of LSE has conducted a number of studies on the life cycle costs of autism in the UK. His conclusion was that it costs the state £4.1 M to pay for the needs of someone with autism during their life – and this estimate excluded a number of costs difficult to quantify.  Studies in the US and Canada corroborate these results. All studies conclude that the real costs are even higher – but we lack the methodology to measure them accurately.

Clearly, we need to understand the consequences of our choices as a society: our presentations today seek to do that. The choice comes down to three things:

1. If the choice we face today is to save € 10 euros – but in the process, cost me € 100 future Euros – I call that a lousy financial decision,  
2. If that choice also takes a chance at life away from a child – it is a lousy moral decision.
3. If we allow it to happen while government limousines drive to Kerry airport to bring The Ceann Comhairle the last few miles home from Faranfore airport, I just call that lousy government. 
