INCLUSION IRELAND SLAMS CUTS TO DECEMBER 2009
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Inclusion Ireland rejects cuts to people on Disability Allowance and Carers Allowance announced
as part of Budget 2010 in December. The Disability Allowance now standsati 1 96 a we
Carers Allowance for those under66ist 21 2. These cutbacks are c
child benefit, the prescription levy and cuts in dental treatment. This does not tie in with Govern-
ment rhetoric about protecting the vulnerable, nor do cuts to the health budget. It is also at
variance with the National Disability Strategy, which is repeatedly spoken about by Government
as evidence of their commitment to people with disabilities. The moratorium on recruitment and

other cuts to the healthcare budget will impact directly on the
services people with a disability can expect to receive.

Inclusion Ireland held a pre-Budget press conference on 14™
October in Dublin. The press conference was held jointly with
four other disability organisations, to highlight the need for no
further cuts to the intellectual disability sector in the Budget.

The other organisations were the National Federation of
Voluntary Bodies, the National Parents and Siblings Alliance, Irish Autism Action and Down
Syndrome Ireland. The five organisations joined together to call on the Government to not cut
allowances. The Government did not listen and made the decision to target the most vulnerable
in the Budget. The Social Welfare Bill has now passed all stages in the Dail without much outcry.
This will only make it easier next year for the Government to come back with more callous cuts.
Inclusion Ireland will voice its concerns over the Budget with Taoiseach Brian Cowen, Health
Minister Mary Harney, Social and Family Affairs Minister Mary Hanafin and Disability Minister
John Moloney.
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AGM & ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2010
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Malton Hotel Killlarney on Friday evening and all day Saturday, 23" and 24™ April 2010. The
main topic at AGM 2010 will be how services can be provided in innovative ways in current
economic times. Details of the agenda will be available early in the New Year.
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