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Official Opening of Inclusion Ireland Offices 

Uachtarán na hÉireann, Mary McAleese officially opened Inclusion Ireland’s new premises in Foley St on 5th April 06. We look forward to welcoming our members and others to the new building. 
Please note the office has a fully equipped training / meeting room available for use at a reasonable cost. It is fully accessible and in a central location adjacent to Connolly station, Bus Áras & Luas. Any enquiries about using the facility please contact us.            

AGM 2006

The first AGM of Inclusion Ireland was held in Limerick on 31st March & the 1st April. The keynote address was given by Dr Ian Callanan, Board member of the interim Health Information and Quality Authority (iHIQA) and Michelle Clarke Chief Inspector the Social Services Inspectorate (SSI). Both speakers stressed the importance of high standards in services for people with disabilities and outlined how these are to be achieved and the role of HIQA and the SSI in setting, monitoring enforcing standards.

This year at AGM the John Ryan Award for outstanding contribution to people with an intellectual disability was inaugurated. This prestigious Award was awarded to Sr. Mary Mangan, St Anne’s Services Roscrea. The Media Award went to the Limerick Leader and the Advocacy Award went to the Brook Centre Advocacy group, Brothers of Charity, Southern Services, Cork.     

Changes to Board of Inclusion Ireland

Inclusion Ireland welcomes new members to its Board elected at AGM: Johanna Cooney, Bill Griffin, Maeve Harrington & Patricia Lee. And we extend warm wishes to retiring Board members Noirin Buckley, Tony Darmody, Anne Donovan & Jim Gilmartin
Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General 
The Comptroller & Auditor General has published a Value for Money Report on the Provision of Services by Non-Profit Organisations which focuses on the arrangements between the State and the non-profit sector for the provision of disability services. The State provided €877m to non-profit organisations for such services in 2004. The report considered how the need for disability services is determined; how it is 
responded to, the service framework within which the non-profit organisations deliver these services and how services actually provided are monitored and evaluated. It raises some challenges for both the Department of Health & Children & Health Service Executive as well as to those organisations funded to provide services. It states ‘the changes taking place in the health sector generally and in the disabilities sector in particular present challenges to the Dept and HSE to provide a clear policy statement on access to services, to plan for the gap between assessed needs and delivery capacity and to put into practice standards of care for persons with disabilities”       
The report highlights the need for Government to ensure that an accountable system of service provision is developed. The report is available at www.audgen.gov.ie. 

Comhairle Amendment Bill 2004

The Comhairle Amendment Bill 2004 was published alongside the Disability Bill as part of the National Disability Strategy. The aim of this legislation is to develop a personal advocacy service for people with disabilities. The Bill is due to go before the Oireachtas shortly. The Personal Advocacy Service will be crucial to those who have difficulty in accessing social and personal services. A person who is ‘qualified’ to have an advocate under the Act must:

· Be 18 or over and a have a disability which makes it difficult to obtain a particular social service.
· Be under 18 and whose sole parent is a qualifying person (i.e. has a disability).
· Be under 18 with a disability and where it would be unreasonable to expect the parents to act on the person’s behalf.
· To receive a personal advocacy service there must be a risk to the person’s health, welfare or safety.
· The person or their carer must apply to Comhairle and must specify the social services they seek.  If refused the person may appeal to the CEO of Comhairle.
· A personal advocate may assist in making an application for an assessment and assist with the service statement under Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 or assist in an application for appeals if the services are refused (except to a court) 
· A personal advocate may enter any place where a service is provided and make inquiries, obtain information (subject to the data protection acts), attend and represent the person at all meetings
· Anyone not cooperating with a personal advocate may face a fine or a prison sentence. The Board can assign the duties of a personal advocate to a person other than the staff of the Board        
European Project 
For over a year now, Inclusion Europe has been running a project, ‘Mainstreaming Mental Disability Policy’ to train people with learning disabilities in Eastern Europe to speak up for their rights. It is a 2-year project, which is funded by the European Commission-Disability Unit and involves organisations from the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia. The final project conference will take place on 6-7 October 2006 in Brussels. More information about the project on www.inclusion-europe.org 
Contributions for autism website

Colm Brazel, parent of an adult with autism, requests contributors for www.aasc-ireland.com  and http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/aasc-ireland/  Replies direct online or to c.brazel@ntlworld.ie
Research Participants Required

Bereavement and Learning Disability Study:

This project of the University of Wales, Bangor aims to investigate support needs in this area and train service providers on how to supply them. The project will investigate the grief experiences of families in which a person with an intellectual disability has died. Led by Deirdre Reilly, the study will involve an interview with bereaved family members. The study will include family members from all over the UK and Ireland. If you wish to take part in the research or for further details Deirdre can be contacted at Tel: 0044 1248 351151 ext 8706, post: School of Psychology, University of Wales, Bangor Gwynedd, LL57 2AS, Wales or d.reilly@bangor.ac.uk
Enhancing Disability Services Funding
The EDS funding is part of the multi-annual Investment Programme for Disability, a sum of €6 million is available over 2007-2008. The fund is administered on behalf of Dept of Justice, Equality and Law Reform by Pobal. Applications are now invited from voluntary, not-for-profit organisations working in the disability sector. The programme aims to contribute to services for disabled people through: 

· promoting the development of collaborative approaches and innovative linkages between existing infrastructure and new needs; 

· improving coordination between disability organisations; 

· enhancing existing structures & developing operational capacity

3 public information meetings will take place in:  
· 18th May 2006 - Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth 

· 23rd May 2006 - Carrigaline Court Hotel, Cork
· 24th May 2006 - Galway Bay Hotel
Application forms together with programme guidelines are available from Pobal /or Dept of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Telephone; 01 2400700, or to download on www.pobal.ie and www.justice.ie
Open Training College 

The Open Training College has just produced an updated information pack for 2006. The pack outlines all of the courses on offer by the College. 

Contact Grainne Brennan for a copy of the pack. Tel: (01)2988544 or Email: info.otc@smh.ie 
Upcoming Events

- Launch of Inclusion Ireland Book “A Chance to Learn - Your Questions Answered” by Minister for Education & Science, Mary Hanafin T.D. at 2.00pm on the 30th May in Inclusion Ireland’s offices, Foley St.

- The next Inclusion Ireland Members Meeting will take place in Inclusion Ireland’s offices, Foley St,10th June 06 at 2pm.  Guest speaker is Ita Mangan, BL who will speak on the reintroduced long stay charges and how they apply to people with an intellectual disability in residential services plus the new legislation on the repayment of long stay charges.               

- Pubic consultation meetings in relation to regulations on Assessment of Need process as outlined in the Disability Act 2005 and EPSEN Act 2004 are currently taking place. Contact Stephen Doran, Dept of H&C - stephen_doran@health.irlgov.ie, the next two meetings are on the   

· 10th May - Landmark Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon

· 17th May - Maryborough Hotel, Carrigaline, Cork
- Gheel Autism Services, 2 Day Workshop 8th/9th June - “Communication, Movement & Challenging Behaviour”, All Hallows College, Dublin 9. Presented by  Prof. Anne Donnellan, University of San Diego &  Martha Leary, Speech Pathologist, Nova Scotia, Canada,  Contact Gheel at Tel: 01 2698148  

- A national conference; ‘Supporting Play for Children with Disabilities an important role for Occupational Therapists’ -1st & 2nd June 06 in Trinity College, Dublin. More Info by Tel: 01 608 3210       
- Disability Discrimination Summer School 2006

The second Annual Summer School on Disability Discrimination Law takes place in the National University of Ireland, Galway, from 6-16 June 2006 hosted by the Faculty of Law at NUIG and co-financed by the European Commission. Contact Rachel Stevens - 091 492085 rachel.stevens@nuigalway.ie 
Inclusion Ireland’s updated website will be launched shortly…….. www.inclusionireland.ie
 For further information on any of the items contact Inclusion Ireland at:

Tel: 01 8559891, Email: info@inclusionireland.ie
Web: www.inclusionireland.ie
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