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Issue No 35
National Disability Strategy
A HSE National Working Group has been set up to oversee the implementation of Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005 i.e. the Assessment of Need process recently rolled out from June 07 for children under 5. Inclusion Ireland is represented on the Group and would welcome any comments and submissions from members.    
A second HSE National Working Group on Health Funded Adult Day Services has been established following a HSE commitment in its 2007 service plan which states that ‘a strategic review of funded day services will be carried out with a view to reconfiguring adult day provisions to ensure compliance with the Disability Act 2005 and Equality Legislation’. 
Recent media attention has focused on the provision of sheltered work services and the inappropriate practices that have developed over the years in some of these services in particular the lack of appropriate pay for workers. It is an area that has continuously been highlighted over many years; however progress on implementing change has been slow. On the issue the HSE states it has worked with the “Dept of Health & Children on policy issues affecting this area and in partnership with all stakeholders is now moving to advise on the reconfiguration and modernisation of existing day services to reflect an approach to ensure the implementation of the Disability Act, the need to prepare services for compliance with national standards and to ensure a person-centred model of day service delivery to adults with disabilities”. 
Inclusion Ireland is represented on the Working Group and again would welcome comments and suggestions from members on the future development of these services.     

Other areas being examined include a Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment group looking at the development of a National Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities and the Dept of Environment is developing a National Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities. Please forward any suggestions, comments or submissions on these areas to Inclusion Ireland.  
New Government Formed 

Following the May 2007 General Election, a new Government was formed and Programme for Government agreed. Specific references to people with disabilities include: 

- Advocacy officials will be recruited (as regulated in Citizens Information Act 2006) to work with the Citizens’ Information Board (formerly Comhairle) 
- The rolling out of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act (EPSEN 2005) will be completed 
- Improvements in support for carers (but does not specify the abolishment of means test for Carers’ Allowance) and ‘examine a needs assessment protocol for family carers, incorporating health and social issues, and see how the shortfall in places for people with an intellectual disability in need of respite and day-care services can be addressed’
- A strategy on employment for People with Disabilities to include meeting quotas, medical card retention and access to vocational training.

- Implement appropriate standards in service delivery to people with disabilities.
- To publish a review of the Cost of Disability payment. 

A full copy of the Programme for Government is available from www.taoiseach.gov.ie 
Key ministerial positions include: 
Mary Harney TD retains her portfolio as Minister for Health and Children with Dr Jimmy Devins appointed Minister of State with responsibility for Disability and Mental Health. There is no change either for Micheál Martin TD who stays on as Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment with Billy Kelleher TD as Minister of State for Labour Affairs. Martin Cullen TD has to Minister for Social and Family Affairs. Mary Hanafin TD remains as Minister for Education and Science and Sean Haughey TD is in place as Minister of State with special responsibility for Lifelong Learning. Brian Lenihan TD takes over as Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform with Seán Power TD appointed as Minister of State with responsibility for Equality Issues
Parent Support Groups 

We are renewing our offer of training, information talk or other support from Inclusion Ireland that would be beneficial to our member Parent Support Groups across the country. Please contact us if you have an event coming up that you would like someone from Inclusion Ireland to attend. Our Chairperson Finula Garrahy has visited some parent events over the past year and her talks to parents around the country have been warmly received.     

Long Stay Health Charges
2007 had been designated the European Year for Equal Opportunities for All. The Equality Authority has been given the task of leading the Irish activities for the year. Inclusion Ireland secured a small grant under the Burning Issues fund for the year to raise awareness with people with an intellectual disability and their families on the Long Stay Health Charges. We will be distributing information leaflets that will answer the many questions that people have as well as providing training to Groups. 

Inclusion Ireland will also be shortly commencing work with the HSE & Federation of Voluntary Bodies on a joint proposal to bring to the Minister for Health & Children on addressing the many difficulties created by the new Charges’ regulations.     
Allowance & Entitlement Updates 
The Telephone Allowance provides a payment towards the cost of telephone bills at a rate of
24.70 Euro per month. This allowance may be paid in respect of either a landline or a mobile phone since April 2007. The allowance is paid in respect of a landline directly to the bill or for a mobile as an electronic payment to a nominated Post Office or Financial Institution of your choice.

Direct Payments in Respect of Electricity Group Account and bottled Gas Refill Allowances have also been introduced from 5th June 2007.

The Dept of Social & Family Affairs intends to inform customers of the new allowances and to send them applications for the Telephone Allowance shortly. 

As announced in Budget 2007 carers who receive another social welfare payment may be entitled to a half rate carers allowance from 30 Sept 2007. An information campaign on these changes will soon be launched by Dept Social & Family Affairs. Further information will be available from Inclusion Ireland.    
Repayment of Illegal Charges  

Inclusion Ireland has received correspondence from the HSE notifying of a low take up of those expected to make a claim under the repayment scheme. Inclusion Ireland believes there are many people with an intellectual disability who paid some or all of their Disability Allowance to a service provider under the illegal charge but have not made a claim for repayment. If you are, or if you know someone who may be entitled to a repayment contact Inclusion Ireland for information on how to make a claim.           
National Self Advocacy Conference 2007
Inclusion Ireland held a hugely successful conference for self-advocates in Kilkenny on June 20th & 21st. Attended by 265 people, the theme this year was “REALATIONSHIPS & FRIENDSHIPS…getting the balance right” A DVD and a book of Quotations from the conference will be available shortly. For more information contact Liza Kelly, Inclusion Ireland
Upcoming Events
- Training Seminar Series - Oct, Nov 07
Following on from the success of last year’s seminar series, Inclusion Ireland will again host a series of training seminars in its offices for both parents & staff on topics of Autism, Challenging Behaviour & Intellectual Disability; Sexuality & Relationships & Standards in Supported Living; and Human Rights - The UN Convention & Advocacy. Each of the 3 Seminars will be held over a two day period with places limited to 30 persons. Brochures & booking forms now available from Inclusion Ireland office or online at www.inclusionireland.ie/events.asp 

- 3rd Nov 07 - Inclusion Ireland Parents’ Seminar 2007 on topics of ‘Decision Making Capacity’ & ‘Long Stay Charges’ will take place in the Radisson SAS Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. This year’s seminar will provide an open forum and debate on two very key issues.  New developments have emerged in the area of Decision Making Capacity both in Ireland and internationally. Inclusion Ireland is fortunate to have secured the services of Dr. Michael Bach, Vice-President of the Canadian Association for Community Living (CACL), who will travel from Canada to provide a keynote address on the current debate in Legal & Decision Making Capacity comparing supported decision making with that of guardianship and substitute decision making - laws presently being considered here in Ireland. The other topic for debate will be the Long Stay Health Charges that are causing much confusion and concern to service users, families and service providers. Early booking for the Seminar is advisable.
- 10th Nov 07 - Inclusion Ireland Members’ Meeting will take place in Inclusion office at 2pm. 
- 23rd & 24th Oct 07 - ‘Rocket Science or Common Sense? - Innovation in Services & Supports for People with an Intellectual Disability’ - National Federation of Voluntary Bodies conference in Hotel Kilkenny - Two day conference to reflect on innovative practice within services and supports to people with an intellectual disability in Ireland. Speakers include Dr. John O’ Brien. www.fedvol.ie  
Further info on any of the items contact Inclusion Ireland at: 01 8559891, info@inclusionireland.ie
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