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Sectoral Plans Launched - 28th July 2006
As part of the National Disability Strategy six Government Departments launched their respective Sectoral Plans outlining the strategy each will employ in its provision of supports and services to disabled people. The Taoiseach said ‘these Plans offer us a detailed roadmap of the improvements which will be made over the coming years’. The 6 Departments are Health & Children; Environment, Heritage & Local Government; Transport; Social & Family Affairs; Enterprise, Trade & Employment and Communications, Marine & Natural Resources. 
The Dept of Health & Children’s plan is of importance as it outlines the Independent Assessment of Need (IAN) process set out in the Disability Act 2005.The IAN will commence for children aged less than 5 years by 1st of June 2007. And for children aged between 5-18 years it will commence in tandem with the implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act. An IAN for those aged over 18 years will come into effect at the end of 2011.  

Minister for Finance Brian Cowen spoke of the challenge for the Government in meeting the financial obligations under the National Disability Strategy but gave a commitment that these would be met. He also spoke of the need for reform in the way disability services are commissioned by the State, stating ‘it is important that a clear linkage be established between the resources being provided and the services required on the ground. The emphasis should be on meeting the actual needs of individuals rather than simply purchasing the services which providers can supply’. He alluded to the Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General, whose recommendations have been included in the Plan for the Dept of Health & Children       
Social Partnership “Towards 2016”

A new Social Partnership Agreement “Towards 2016” was published on the 14th June 2006. The Agreement takes a life cycle approach and makes a number of important commitments to people with disabilities. The key life cycle stages are: children, people of working age, older people and people with disabilities.  Specific commitments to people with disabilities are contained in Ch. 3. Five long term goals are set out:
1. Sufficient income for an acceptable standard of living 
2. Access to appropriate care, health, education, employment, training & social services

3. Access to public buildings, transport & appropriate housing

4. Support for personal autonomy

5. Acknowledgement of carers and caring 
These goals are to be reached over the next 10 years. 
Travel Assist Scheme - Dublin Bus

Dublin Bus has launched a Travel Assistance Scheme to help people to use public transport who otherwise would find it difficult or impossible. As well as advice on planning a journey, they will provide someone to accompany an individual the first few times they use the service. The service will operate on all Dublin Bus routes or where a person requires the bus to be 
Wheelchair accessible it will operate on low floor bus routes. Dublin Bus plans to have all its services fully accessible by 2012. The scheme is open to those who wish to use public transport but need assistance. Contact Tim Fitzgibbon @ 01 7033204      
DA - Changes to Means Test on earnings

From June 2006 those receiving a Disability Allowance and in rehabilitative employment can earn over €120 with only 50% of what they earn between €120 and €350 reduced from their DA. Prior to this the full amount earned over €120 was reduced from their Allowance. This will enable many DA recipients to work more hours and not lose most or all of their DA. Further information on this from Clíona at cliona@inclusionireland.ie / 01 8559891          

New Dormant Accounts Funding Announced   
New Dormant Accounts funding of €36m has been announced under two categories; 
1. Educational Disadvantage (€18 million) 
2. People with a Disability (€18 million).
Allocations to assist persons with a disability will focus on providing additional small-scale capital and equipment funding. Funding in this category will be used to provide greater access to services for disabled people in rural and isolated areas. €12m of the €18m will be for additional capital & equipment funding to cover: 

· Small scale building & building enhancement projects in residential care units.
· Transition from residential care settings to community based housing.
· Grants for aids and appliances for people with physical and sensory disabilities.
· Transport. Grants to provide first-time or greater access to disability day services/community services for people with disabilities in rural and isolated areas. 

Applications in the above categories are invited from non-statutory organisations providing services to people with disabilities. In addition €3.5m is available for sports & leisure activities, programmes addressing challenging behaviour and €2.5m for Flagship projects jointly funded with private/philanthropic/community sources. Details on www.pobal.ie or Tel: 01 2400700  

Hotel Breaks for Parents/ Carers
Following the success of last year’s free breaks from Choice / Quality Hotels an extended scheme has been launched this year. The Hotel Breaks offer is available to people with a disability or family/carers of people with a disability and covers a two-night break between Sunday & Thursday from January 2007 to April 2007 on specified dates. The scheme is being coordinated by the National Parents & Siblings Alliance (NPSA). Further information on places, booking forms and conditions are available on its website www.npsa.ie. Please note that applications will not be accepted until after 15th Sept 06. Applications can be made through Geraldine Graydon – graydon@esatclear.ie or by Tel: 087 9804911. The breaks (approx 250) will be available on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Inclusion Parents’ Committee

The Inclusion Ireland Parents Committee are planning a series of outreach visits to meetings and events held by Parent & Family Groups around the country. The purpose of these visits is to provide support, information and advice to groups and to afford the   committee an opportunity to hear from parents in the different regions. If your group would like to have the members of the Parents’ Committee attend your event please contact Clíona in the office.            

Inclusion Ireland Strategic Plan

Inclusion Ireland is currently undertaking a consultation process around developing a new strategic plan to follow on from Plan 2000 Plus. The plan will guide the work of the Association for the next three years. If you wish to contribute to the consultation process please forward comments to us.   
Long[s
New Appointment

Mr. Bill Shorten, Board member of Inclusion Ireland   has been appointed to the Consultative Forum of the   National Council of Special Education (NCSE). The Education for Persons with Special Needs Act requires that the NCSE establishes a Consultative Forum for the purpose of consulting with respect to the performance of its functions. 
Long Stay Charges Repayment Scheme
A Public Long-Stay Patient Repayment Scheme has been established by the HSE. Long-stay residents of public and other residential facilities who were wrongfully charged are now entitled to be repaid. If you feel that you or a member of your family are entitled to a repayment you should make a claim. If you are unsure whether you are eligible or require more information contact www.repay.ie or the HSE at lo call 1890 886 886.
Taskforce on Active Citizenship

The Taoiseach has established a Taskforce on Active Citizenship, chaired by Ms Mary Davis. The Taskforce is organising a major public consultation process and wishes to hear from as many people as possible by the 29th Sept 2006. They welcome all views. Contact details info@activecitizen.ie or Tel: 01 6194330
EVENTS – EVENTS - EVENTS – EVENTS – EVENTS – EVENTS 

2006 Special Olympics Ireland Games - Belfast   

Congratulations to all who participated in and organised the very successful Special Olympics Ireland National Games that took place in Belfast 21st - 25th June. Just before the Games in the University of Ulster was the ‘Nothing about Us, Without Us’ 1st All Ireland Self Advocacy conference for self-advocates and supporters. Inclusion Ireland looks forward to a repeat performance next year.     
Inclusion Ireland Seminar Series
Inclusion Ireland is pleased to announce a new seminar series a ”must attend” for parents and staff:
· Dementia in Persons with Intellectual Disability - Mary McCarron: 5th Sept - Parents; 7th Sept - Staff 
· Capacity & Consent, Health Charges & Allowances - Mairin McCartney, Ita Mangan, Michael O’Brien:  19th Sept - Parents; 22nd Sept - Staff

· Relationships & Sexuality - Kelley Johnston:

   3rd October - Parents; 5th October - Staff
· Autism & Challenging Behaviour - Martin Galvin:

   17th October - Parents; 19th October – Staff 
· Advocacy -Jim Gogarty: 31st October - Parents; 1stnd November - Staff 
NB:- Date for the staff seminar on Advocacy changed from the 2nd Nov to the 1st Nov 
Contact Ian@inclusionireland.ie 
Inclusion Ireland AGM 2007 - Cork

Inclusion Ireland’s Annual Conference & AGM will take place in the Clarion Hotel in Cork on 20th & 21st April 2007. The theme of the conference is “Inclusion, Making it a Reality “. Ms Emily O’Reilly, Ombudsman will be the keynote speaker. Inclusion Ireland is looking forward to visiting Cork as Cope Foundation will be celebrating 50 years of service in 2007. 

National Self Advocacy Conference - June 2007

Inclusion Ireland will host its 3rd National Self Advocacy Conference - “Friendships & Relationships Getting the Balance Right” in the Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel on 20th & 21st June 2007. If you wish to contribute to the event please contact Advocacy Officer, Liza Kelly     
For further information on any of the items contact Inclusion Ireland at: 

Tel: 01 8559891, Email: info@inclusionireland.ie
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