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    I Issue No 34
National Disability Strategy   

The Independent Needs Assessment process as set out in the Disability Act 2005 will commence for children aged up to 5 by June this year and for children aged between 5 and 18 years in tandem with the implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004. A date for this has yet to be specified. Those aged over 18 will have to wait some time for an independent needs assessment possibly as late as end of 2011. The Department of Health & Children in conjunction with HIQA has developed Standards for the Assessment of Need process due to be finalised in April 2007. The Standards will be available from Inclusion Ireland once they are finalised.     

The HSE is currently recruiting 32 Assessment Officers who will be based in each of the LHO offices around the country. The Assessment Officer will have the task of coordinating all assessments. The reports of these assessments will then be used by a ‘Liaison Officer’ to write a Service Statement. The Service Statement will be written with regard to the resources available.         

Inclusion Ireland is represented on the NDS Disability Stakeholders Group, which is monitoring the progress of the National Disability Strategy, including the deployment of new funding for services and the Independent Needs Assessment process. Inclusion Ireland met with Mr Frank Fahey, Minister for State at the Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform with responsibility for the Disability Act on 7th March 2007.  
EPSEN Act 2004

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) set up under the EPSEN Act has published its implementation plan. Copies are available from the office or online at www.ncse.ie. The recent High Court decision in the Ó Cuanacháin case raises serious issues about what constitutes appropriate supports and educational programmes to children with special educational needs. The Government’s “eclectic approach” to special needs education is not supported by the evidence on the ground or feedback from parents. It is the view of Inclusion Ireland that educational intervention must be informed by new and evidenced based practices and the needs of the child must be to the forefront. 
The Children’s Ombudsman, Emily Logan, in her annual report last month stated that 40% of complaints to her office were about education with   nearly 19% of these being in the category of special needs allocation.

New Legislation
Health Act 2007

The passing of the Health Act 2007 is welcomed by Inclusion Ireland. This Act will give a statutory basis to the Office of the Chief Inspector of Social Services and will allow for the inspection of residential services for people with a disability and for older people. HIQA will be responsible for ensuring quality and standards across all health funded services and it plans to begin the implementation of the National Standards for Disability Services in 2008. 

Consumer involvement service evaluation 

Inclusion Ireland is pleased to announce that it will partner with the National Institute for Intellectual Disability, TCD on a project which was awarded a research grant by HIQA. The project will examine how service users and family members can be involved in the monitoring and evaluation of disability services. HIQA has indicated this project will be closely connected to the Inspection Process outlined in the Health Act 2007. Inclusion Ireland believes the involvement of service users and families is an essential element in any inspection, monitoring or evaluation of services.    
Mental Health Act 2001 -

The Mental Health Act was brought into full operation on 1st November 2006. Mental Health Tribunals are now established. Since this date all involuntary admissions to approved centres and psychiatric hospitals must be reviewed by a mental health tribunal which consists of one psychiatrist, one lay person and one solicitor.      
Capacity Legislation -  

The Law Reform Commission published its third and final report on the issue of Vulnerable People and the Law in January 2007. This report provides an outline for legislation in this area and in February 2007 a ‘Mental Capacity and Guardianship Bill’ was introduced in the Seanad by Senator Mary Henry, an initiative welcomed by Inclusion Ireland. The lack of any substitute decision making law in this country remains a matter of great concern. 
The Law Reform Commission is holding public consultation meetings to identify topics to be included in its 3rd Programme of Law Reform. The first meeting will be in University College Cork on Monday 30 April 07, from 5pm - 7pm. Further details www.lawreform.ie or 01 6377600  

Citizens Information Act 2007 -

This Act will introduce a Personal Advocacy Service specifically for people with a disability and their families. The new service will be administered by the Citizens Information Board (new name for Comhairle) and will provide a personal advocate to persons with a disability who have difficulties in obtaining, without assistance or support, a social service. 

The Citizen’s Information Board will host a conference on the implications of the Act on Advocacy Services on 27th April in Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin,  

UN Convention -

After a long process and many years of work, the UN Convention on the Rights of People with a Disability was agreed last August. In March the Irish Government announced it will sign the Convention. This Convention adds a rights’ based dimension to efforts to prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities in all areas of life and is welcomed by Inclusion Ireland. 
Health Charges
The legal statute for Long Stay Charges was introduced in July 2005. However, some disability service providing organisations did not commence charging their service users at this time. In August 2006 the HSE disseminated Guidelines to organisations on how to levy the charges. Until that time there was some ambiguity around who could be charged and how much should be charged. 
Many service users and their families have now been informed by service providers that they are liable to pay a health charge. Some have been told that they are liable to pay retrospective charges back to July 2005 when the regulation was first introduced. Inclusion Ireland is concerned that this practice may cause undue hardship to individuals and family members. These concerns were raised with Ms Mary Harney, Minister for Health & Children when Inclusion Ireland met with her on 6th March 2007.  

Inclusion Ireland believes that a fairly applied system of charging is acceptable if people are individually assessed and the charges do not result in hampering a person’s independence by leaving them with an inadequate income.       
Down Syndrome Ireland (DSI) Research 
DSI has recently published the results of its study on the views of families of adults with Down Syndrome who receive day services. The study showed evidence of inadequate services but also indicates that there are some positive initiatives occurring in some day services. The most significant finding from the study is the inconsistency in standards across services with an overall combination of good and bad experiences. The study also shows that considerable inequity exists in the quality of services being received by individuals. Copies of the report are on the DSI website - www.downsyndrome.ie or from its office - Tel: 1890 374 374 
‘One Million for Disability’ Campaign
The ‘One Million for Disability’ Signature campaign aims to collect at least 1,000,000 European citizens' signatures to combat discrimination in all aspects of the lives of disabled citizens in Europe. The European Union must respond to the call of at least 1 million citizens. This is stated in the draft European Union Constitutional Treaty. The campaign "One million for Disability" runs from 23 January to 3 October 2007. On 4 October 2007, the signatures will be officially handed over to the European Commission and the European Parliament. At the same time, a gathering of disabled persons, their families, friends and allies will take place in Brussels, in the heart of the European Institutions area. To give your signature online go to www.1million4disability.eu or contact Inclusion Ireland        

New Position

A new advocacy officer will shortly be appointed to work on the Advocacy Project that Inclusion Ireland is running with HSE North East and Citizens Information Board. This pilot project is located in an RBSS unit in North East.         

Launch of Inclusion Ireland’s Strategic Plan
Inclusion Ireland’s Strategic Plan for 2007 - 2012 will be officially launched at the Inclusion Ireland AGM and Conference in Cork on 20th April 07. The Plan is also available in easy to read.    
Further info on any of the items contact Inclusion Ireland at: 01 8559891, info@inclusionireland.ie
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