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New Name

At an EGM on the 10th December, namhi members voted to change its name to Inclusion Ireland – National Association for People with an Intellectual Disability. The new name will be officially registered from January 2006.      

Budget 2006  

The Budget for 2006 was announced on 7th December 2005. The Minister for Finance, Brian Cowen announced increased funding and supports in services for older people and in childcare but there was no additional funding for Disability Services to that announced in the Health estimates in November. 

The estimates projected an additional €100 million for Disability and Mental Health services in 2006. Within this, €59 million will be used to support and enhance developments in Disability services following funding received in 2005. The funding will allow for increases in the numbers of residential, respite and day places and home supports for people with intellectual, physical or sensory disabilities, as well as additional community based mental health facilities. A further €41 million will be assigned to the Disability and Mental Health Sector to improve the range of multi-disciplinary support services available as well as addressing core funding and staffing issues. 

It is not yet clear how this additional funding will be distributed across the various Disability Services or how many people will benefit from new places created. The Report of the National Intellectual Disability Database, 2005 shows that there is an immediate need in 2006 for 1763 residential places for people with an intellectual disability and 1759 respite services.    

Main Social Welfare Changes
The Respite Care Grant will be increased to €1,200 (an increase of €200) from June 2006. In 2005 the Respite Care Grant was extended to all eligible carers providing full time care to an older person or a person with a disability and not receiving a Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit and regardless of means. For carers to be eligible they could not work more than 10 hours per week or not be in receipt of an unemployment payment. From June 2006 carers who are eligible for the Grant may work up to 15 hours per week. namhi urges all its members who are carers to apply for this grant as there are still many who are eligible who have not applied.

Other increases for carers & families
- Increase of €26.40 a week to €180.00 for recipients of Carer's Allowance under age 66. (January 2006) 
- Increase of €30.20 a week to €200.00 for recipients of Carer's Allowance aged over 66. (January 2006) 

- Weekly income disregard for means assessments for Carers Allowance recipients increases to €290 for single claimants and €580 for couples (April 2006)
- Increase of €17 per week to €180.70 for recipients of Carer's Benefit / Constant Attendance Allowance (January 2006). 

- Carers Benefit will be payable for up to 2 years, currently only paid for up to 65 weeks (May 2006)  

- In addition, the number of hours you may work and receive the Carer’s Allowance or the Carer’s Benefit increases from 10 hours per week to 15 hours per week (June 2006)
- Tax credit for an incapacitated child is being increased from €1000 to €1500 (January 2006)
Employment of Carers
The ceiling on the amount that can be claimed under this relief is being increased by €20,000 from
€30,000 to €50,000 per year. This allowance may be claimed at your individual marginal tax rate for the 
cost of employing someone to care for a family member that is incapacitated        

People with an Intellectual Disability 

- €17 per week increase for people receiving Disability Allowance & Disability Benefit bringing the full rate to €165.80 (January 2006)
Disability Allowance & Blind Pension
In June 2006 recipients of Disability Allowance or Blind pension will have the option of earning above the current disregard of €120 a week in rehabilitative employment up to a maximum of €350 per week with a tapered 50% withdrawal of their DA or Blind Pension. For example if a person earns €350 per week from rehabilitative employment, the first €120 is disregarded as usual and 50% of the remainder i.e. €115 is deducted from the person’s DA. Inclusion Ireland welcomes this new option, as it will encourage more people to earn their own income while retaining some DA and its related benefits. However, there is disappointment that this Budget did not address the issue of a Cost of Disability Payment for all disabled people.             

National Intellectual Disability Database Report 

The 2005 report of the National Intellectual Disability Database shows the highest ever number of people on a waiting list for a residential or a respite service since recording on the database began. There are now 2008 people on a waiting list for a residential service and 1840 people waiting for a respite service. There is however a reduction in the numbers waiting for day services i.e. from 347 in 2004 to 284 in 2005. The increase in need shows that even if the places projected will be delivered with the multi-annual funding promised over the next 5 years it will still not meet the current need for residential and respite services. Copies of the 2005 Report are available from the Inclusion Ireland office. Steve Barron from the Health Research Board addressed Inclusion Ireland member’s meeting on 10th December and gave an overview of the workings of the Database. His presentation is also available from the office.                   
New Projects

Personal Advocate Project - Inclusion Ireland has been successful in a Grant application to Comhairle under its Advocacy programme. The project will involve recruiting an individual to work as a Personal Advocate to service users in two pilot sites, St Joseph’s Intellectual Disability services in Portrane, Co Dublin & Moore Abbey Services in Co Kildare. It is hoped the two year pilot project will inform and assist in the development of personal advocacy services to people with an intellectual disability around the country

Information & Awareness on issues of decision-making by and for people with an intellectual disability - Inclusion Ireland will be developing this project with funding received under the Enhancing Disability Services Fund from the Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform. The two-year project will be nationwide and will involve developing information packs and running seminars for people with an intellectual disability, their families, and for people who are paid to support them    

Discussion Paper on Employment - Inclusion Ireland has been awarded a grant from the National Disability Authority for a researched discussion paper to address the debates and choices to be made within the new configuration of sheltered occupational services, sheltered enterprises, supported employment and supported work. The Discussion Paper will be prepared by Dr Pauline Conroy and Niamh Murphy of Ralaheen Ltd, with inputs from Michael Gogarty and Donal Toolan. Please contact the office for further information 
Upcoming Events

- Inclusion Ireland’s annual conference & AGM 2006 will take place in the Radisson SAS Hotel in Limerick on Friday 31st March & Sat 1st April. The theme of this year’s conference is ‘Promoting good quality of life for people with an intellectual disability’ Booking forms and conference programme will be issued shortly          
New Publications   

 - Inclusion Ireland has just published ‘The little book of Disability (or lack of!)’, which is a booklet of humorous cartoons depicting the proceedings of the 2nd National Self-Advocacy Conference, held in Sept 2005. Limited copies are available for €10 from the office (01 6766035) - if you want to start off the New Year with a giggle!            

- I AM Self-Advocacy Poster Series

This series of 10 Advocacy Posters with different themes were developed by I AM (Interagency Advocacy Movement). The themes were developed through a series of workshops with service users & staff from the agencies in the I AM network. Copies of the posters can be purchased by contacting Carmona Services - 01 285 2900                 

- The Equality Authority has published a report on ‘Implementing Equality for Carers’. It includes policy recommendations on measures that will promote equality for the 150,000 carers in Ireland. Copies from Equality Authority at 01 4173333       

On The Move

- The Inclusion Ireland offices will be moving to Unit C2, The Steelworks, Foley Street, Dublin 1 from February 2006. Please note we will be announcing a new telephone number when we move to Foley St. This number has not yet been assigned but we will be making it known as soon as possible.         

For further information on any of the items above contact namhi at T: 01 676 6035, F: 01 676 0517,

Email: info@namhi.ie, www.namhi.ie 








