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TRIBUTE TO MARY RAWLINS 
Inclusion Ireland was deeply saddened to learn of the death of Mary Rawlins, who was an  
inspiration to many parents. Mary was a member of the Executive Committee of NAMH, a  
member of the Council of NAMHI, and an individual member for many years. She was one of 
the founding members of Helping Hands in Tallaght, a support group for children and adults 
with an intellectual disability. Mary worked tirelessly on this project for many years, while also 
caring for her son, Kevin. Mary also arranged for the mothers of Helping Hands to go away 
every year, on their own, for a weekend break. Although Mary’s son Kevin, died in 1993, 
Mary continued to fight for the rights of people with an intellectual disability and their families. 
In July 1995, Mary was awarded the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Mother Award by then  
American Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith, at the Ambassador’s residence. The Award 
was presented to eight mothers of children with an intellectual disability in recognition of their 
work for the rights of people with an intellectual disability (see picture below).   

AGM & ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2009 
Inclusion Ireland’s 2009 AGM will take place in Monaghan on 
27th and 28th March. The keynote speakers are Dr. Marion Witton 
and Mr. John Black, who will discuss standards in residential ser-
vices. Other features include Mark Little of RTÉ’s Primetime, who 
will Chair a Q&A Panel Discussion with local politicians; Dr. Mark 
Hamilton of RTÉ’s How Long Will You Live on Managing your 
Healthcare; and Dr. John Owens, former Chairperson of the 
Mental Health Commission on mental health issues and people 
with an intellectual disability. Speeches and pictures from AGM 
will be available on the Inclusion Ireland website after the AGM. 

NATIONAL PLATFORM OF SELF-ADVOCATES  
Inclusion Ireland will be facilitating the formation of a National Platform for Self-Advocates. 
We would like to hear from people who are involved in self-advocacy in Ireland. 

Are you a member of a self-advocacy group? 
Are you interested in being part of an Irish group for self-advocacy? 
Are you an independent facilitator of a self-advocacy group? 
Are you interested in supporting this group? 

Please contact Liza Kelly at Inclusion Ireland on 01-8559891 or liza@inclusionireland.ie. 


